PANEGYRICS
"had you seen in what a trice after she was led up into
her apartment she had put all her equipage in order,
ranged her library and disposed of her compendious
inventory, you would have said there was nothing
prettier than that busy moment55 . . . "She deserts
her glittering balls and goes no more to the theatre,
that she may sing in the choir of Seraphims and
contemplate the celestial vision."
She confides in letters to Evelyn how she is torn
between her "love of the Holy Jesus/' to which love
she wishes to devote her life, and her love of Godol-
phin. He gives her sensible advice: "as to the
opportunities of serving God, an active life was
preferable to the contemplative; and that I should
not doubt to see as many crown5 d in heaven who had
been married, as of virgins." He argued at great
length and with many biblical and classical illustra-
tions. She seemed unconvinced and continued a life
of rigid religious discipline. She had projects for
retiring to some house of her own. But this came to
nothing, and she spent the summer at Lady Berkeley's
house at Twickenham.
A command came from the King and Queen that
she was to take part in a play in which "none were to
be actors but persons of the most illustrious quality.35
She could not refuse, and was given the part of Diana
in a pastoral play in which the Princesses Mary and
Anne, with other "shining beauties" of the Court,
appeared. With the greatest misgiving did she
return to the Court atmosphere. Reciting her lines
to perfection, gorgeously dressed and adorned with
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